S
N
)Al
N
N

LEZFRR
O—ILEFILEX

\

3

A

=43V;]

HEDMEME

EZ:

‘\

2

FEHIC




A TAAZ BB ORI
KB DHRRGIIBD D5

=V ETFNVEEI0ENTEE L. FIE2ERICHAICIRE SN S
BICBEICZ KO HIESL LA T X ALK RIZOVTHWTWE Lz, KHE
ZDUMTHRWEEMBZHITLDTEELL, COU—VETFVELE
LT ®DTEFEROBEMRERLHIETMDETNMICLDEHHIC
DNTELDBLE 2D OHifiZ I EPTETRERKTT,

ZOHFD—ANRFH - TANRHRIE, AZBPPORDOHEMIIA VAL =Y arv B 52 TEES
72H T TARMRIEHNRA X AZOYMLRIFiZ &, BMEIEZOHK > E LUK
WIRD7-BHH T 1973EITT VR HANRAL ¥ T ZAARF RO EEED 2D T - 721
FIZBOTE R L TBEFEDDDA=Men For Others| % 3#Jo LT KPEOBE Fidh [Mb#H
DD, BFHELHIZ] FTETVET, UOFEEITHLTTIVAMRIZLLTFD L) IR
DT ELI TR AT AARHIZ, IEFOLDIT, L2 BBELELE» R
Bd. %7 b DDA TAAZATHBHEPZOEMIC, LIEZDTHAHINLVRHITL
EHoTOET, HHid. HOMFESLHBSEDoTHELLTLLY. VWX, BREOET
ZLTCOERA . (B, Zhid, bR LA NELRS VI EDPHHEVIBEKTT |
FTEPOFERZLICESTRAHDIUD LN TELL, BREVIELZLEDBHSBTLEY,

FRZEBC DY DD B A T AXAZOMEESHAI LRI B TR E M, 2k - W)
BRHFERICBOTHR I RELEBICEH L, 7320 EICREFSNLZETLEY,
BICEZ MR = FAMR, 7YY V—FMR. T4 ==X ELE/m LD PHAEV. LG
MR, ar VTR, FH =R, R=AF VMR, V—=FHR. v VY VR E & T
REBEDONENPSE L BZERILPTELILE, ~ADBRELLTEYICEVES, 0—LETF
WM RIS o7 B SARH LT, o~z ERcBRIv:zLES

R R
TAN— T4 HEERRREHE
B - THATA4Y S, ].




B

R

Pl Hugo Lassalle, S. .

Jerry Cusumano

T—TBHTH—) %4

P4 ..
JrxY—+ YRV /
P7 o, RO« TN %4
$ HO
P10 .. 45 TR %4
WE =&
P13 . SRR Ay Y
Bl 27
P16 ..., A= - )—F %4
mE RM
P19 ... GE7 -l VPV %4
WA &
P22 Dr. Ludwig Boesten, S.J.

Robert Deiters

P25 .. NW—FI74L « R—=ATV %4
aN—k -« Fr—5—X
P28, ... TV« TR %4
£H AlE
P31 BN T IV—F %4
Bl ;X
P34......... Dr. Charles A Robinson S. J.
David Wessels
P37.. ... Fx¥—NVA A QI %4
FIq4yR-oxzvEILX
P40....... aN—] « F4—F—X %4

mEF-AE BT



Hugo Lassalle, S.J.
(%% = E i Enomiya Makibi, 25 Ai Un)

Jerry Cusumano, S.J.
Emeritus Professor of Sophia University

©

Hugo Lassalle, S.J.

1898 born in Externbrock /
Westfalia (West Germany)

1919 entered the Society of
Jesus

1921-28 studied philosophy and
theology in England and the
Netherland

1927 ordinated as Catholic
priest

1929 October 3, arrived in Japan
(age:31)

1929-1938 professor of Sophia
University (Jochi Daigaku)
(German, Sociology)

1931 founded the social welfare
institution “Jochi settlement”
in Arakawa-ku, Tokyo

1939-69 lived in Hiroshima

1945 August 6, victim of the
bomb in Hiroshima

1948 acquired Japanese
citizenship (name: Enomiya
Makibi)

1948-73 professor of Elisabeth
University of Music at
Hiroshima

1954 inaugurated the World
peace Memorial Cathedral
(=sekai heiwa kinen seido) at
Hiroshima, founded by him

1968 appointed Honorary
Citizen of Hiroshima

1968 from that time on till his
death lecture and practical
guidance in Zen meditation all
over in Europe, especially in
Germany; every year around
30 Zen retreats

1973 received an Honorary
Doctorate in theology from
the University of Mainz, West
Germany

1977 inaugurated the Catholic
Zen-retreat house in Dietfurt,
West Germany

1990 July 7, died, Minster, West
Germany; age 91 years

~

Hugo Lassalle (HL) was born 11
November 1898 in Externbrock, West
Germany, became a Japanese citizen in 1948
(Enomiya Makibi), and died 7 July 1990 in
Munster, Germany. One can only but be
amazed at what this man did in those 91
years of life. He was wounded in World
War | and suffered from a resulting illness.
He recovered enough to enter the Society of
Jesus after reading a biography of St. Igna-
tius of Loyola who also had been wounded
in war and was transformed by his reading
during recuperation. HL was subsequently
sent to Japan arriving on 3 October 1929
at the age of 31. Only two years after arriv-
ing he founded a social welfare institution
to aid poor people known as the Jochi
HL and two Sophia University
students moved in to live with those being
helped. In the following years until 1945

Settlement.

besides working at the Settlement he taught
at Sophia University and worked in parishes
in the Hiroshima-Shimane district. On 6
August of that year his life was to change
radically.

He and three other Jesuits were in their



house just 8 blocks away from the epicenter
when the atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima. His own description of the event
was very brief: “The noise of the bomb I did
not hear, only that the ceiling and everything
else that could fall down, like the windows
for example, was falling all over me and then
I thought this is the end.” Miraculously,
all four had only minor injuries. Despite
surviving the initial blast, they were told
by Army doctors they would soon develop
radiation poisoning and their bodies would
begin to deteriorate. To the amazement of
the doctors, they suffered no ill-effects and
all lived out the rest of their days, never
developing any long term complications.
Dr. Stephen Rinehart of the Department of
Defense studied their miraculous survival
and concluded that “What happened to
those Jesuits at Hiroshima defies all human
logic from the laws of physics as understood
today.” HL reflected:” Since my life has been
returned to me | want to do all | can for
others.”

He began to put his resolve into action
immediately. He decides to build a church.

“I did it because we had to do something
to preserve peace. That is why we should
build a church to pray for peace.” There is no
money in Japan, but he goes ahead anyway.
And then by chance thanks to an article of
his which appears in a foreign journal the
contributions pour in from abroad, and the
dream is realized. The church is inaugurated
as the World Peace Memorial Cathedral in
Hiroshima on 6 August 1954, the ninth anni-
versary of the bombing. In 1968 he is made
honorary citizen of Hiroshima and after
cremation in Germany his ashes are put into
a crypt of the World Peace Memorial Cathe-
dral.

However, in many ways HL's lifework
begins after this great accomplishment. As
a missionary he was looking for the heart
of Japan, and what he found was that Zen
had a profound influence on the culture,
aesthetics, and even the sports of Japan. He
is told by a friend in Hiroshima that if you
want to know what Zen is, you must go to a
temple and practice. He starts by attending
his first sesshin in 1956 with Harada Sogaku
in Obama at Hosshinji. He remembers it

as a painful experience, but he thinks this
would be a helpful form of meditation for
Christians. After Harada died in 1961 HL
completed his training under the direction
of Yamada Koun Roshi in 1978 when he was
given the name Ai Un. Koun Roshi also paid
him an extraordinary compliment: “In Zen he
was my student, in life my master.”

HL had begun Zen in order to under-
stand Japan better and be a more effective
missionary, but in the process he himself is
transformed. In his own diary he would write
that he was destined to walk this maze with
no assurance of seeing the light but he had
to go on. "I must approach nothingness,
you cannot go halfway.” In1966 he writes
a book, the first of 30 he would produce,
Zen-Way to Enlightenment, in which he
describes his own experiences. The book
is translated into many languages and is
received very favorably. The next year 1967
HL is invited by a German psychotherapist to
lecture at the Elmau Conference. The title
is: “The path of Enlightenment in Zen Bud-
dhism and Christian Mysticism.” It is received
with enthusiasm and opens the path to Zen

©V747 - 7—h4A T XFE



in Germany. While in Germany in the space
of three months his courses draw over 980
people.

He pushes forward in Japan, build-
ing in 1969 a Zen Center in Tokyo named
Shinmeikutsu “Cave of Divine Darkness.”
People begin to come there from Europe
and America to practice Zen under his direc-
tion. He divides his time between Japan and
Germany for the rest of his life. It is recorded
that he gave in Germany 30 courses a year
with participants numbering over 4000.

What did HL discover in Zen? In his
first stage he seemed to see Zen as what is
called today “mindfulness.” Here are instruc-
tions he gave to the German participants:
“The focus of the meditation Is totally on the
mind. Distractions of the mind are switched
off and peace and balance are restored.” But
as time passed and his practice matured he
experienced an integration between Zen and
Christianity. His stance when he began was
that Zen was Zen and Christianity was Chris-
tianity and that he would follow the Master
blindly unless there was a conflict. However,

he found no conflict and concluded: “but
now it is just one.” He reasons that Bud-
dhists in their practice of Zen are seeking
what Christians would call an experience
of God. And so he desires that Christians
in Japan and elsewhere should feel free to
follow the path of Zen. He sets an example
of one who has fully entered the mystical
tradition of another religion. Christians feel
at ease doing Zen because of his lead. And
in this way he becomes a pioneer of inter-re-
ligious dialog. He sees that the beauty of Zen
is its method of reducing all to the essential.
And this method coincides with the great
Spanish mystics of the 16th century that fas-
cinated him, Teresa of Avila and John of the
Cross. Through Zen he begins to experience
what they did and he wants to spread this to
the whole Church. He was successful.

| did the first seven years of my train-
ing with HL and so am honored to be able to
write this essay about him. GASSHO.

% Roshi : Formal Zen Master.
Sesshin : Dedicated to zazen.
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Life as a “servant”

Robert Deiters, S.J.
Emeritus Professor of Sophia University

Dr. Ludwig Boesten, S.J.

1935 Born in Aachen, Germany
1957 Joined the Jesuits

1962 Completed studies of Berchmans Kolleg-
Pullach (Germany)

1963 Arrived in Japan

1971 Prestly ordination

1977 Completed Graduate School of Science
and Engineering, Nihon University Doctor of
Science

1978 Lecturer, Department of Physics, Faculty
of Science and Technology, Sophia University,

majoring in quantum mechanics

1994 Professor, Department of Physics, Faculty
of Science and Technology, Sophia University

1998-2000 Chief, Department of Physics,
Graduate School of Science and Engineering

2002 Died in Japan

“l came, not to be served, but to
serve.” These words of Jesus Christ, no
doubt, are a key to come close to the
heart of Father Ludwig Boesten, S.J.,
my colleague and friend. He came to
Japan, not as a student, not as a tourist,
not as a businessman, not as a schol-
ar,--although he played one or other role
during his career as a missionary, to be a
companion of Jesus among his Japanese
friends and colleagues.

He was a German, and although
[, an American, have German ancestors

from my great grandparents on down,
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| could see him in one of my grandfa-
thers whom [, as a boy, often helped
with his garden and household chores.
My grandfather kept his tools carefully
selected, ordered, sharpened, and pol-
ished. So did Ludwig. When | helped my
grandfather gather the fallen leaves in
his spacious ground, | observed how he
planned to do the chore most efficiently.
Ludwig did too. | had come to Japan
eleven years before Ludwig, and was
already beginning my career in the newly
founded Faculty of Science & Technology
for which Jesuit superiors had already
destined Ludwig, already a university
graduate in physics when he entered
the Jesuits at 21. After the first stages
of his training as a Jesuit, he asked to
be sent to Japan, to devote his talents
to the mission of Sophia University that
had recently (1962) opened a large new
Faculty of Science and Technology.

In the first-year of his two-year
Japanese language program in Japan,

he had already gone beyond the curric-
ulum to learn to recognize, pronounce,
and write each of the so-called 1,900 or
more Joyo Kanji ordinarily learned before
high-school graduation in Japan. To serve
in Japan as a teacher and missionary, he
had to learn to communicate smoothly.
To be ordained a priest, a missionary
had to be qualified in Scripture and
theology; Ludwig completed the basic
4-year program of the Sophia Theologi-
cal Faculty, and was ordained a Catholic
priestin 1971.

Then to serve as a missionary and
teacher in Japan, Ludwig entered into a
seven-year program to complete grad-
uate studies in physics, first in Sophia’s
Physics Department, and then, culminat-
ing in a doctorate ( 1978 ) from Nihon
University. So well did he accomplish this
that Nihon University asked him to con-
tinue on towards a professorship there.
As a Jesuit and missionary, he chose to
serve in Sophia for which he had come

to Japan.

Ludwig admired people who gave
themselves completely to help others,
and gladly gave his time and talent to
help them to help others. One was Fr.
Robert Forbes, one of the founders of
the English Language Dept Ludwig came
to know that students (before PC’s and
Internet) wanted to be able to listen to
and imitate native speakers using their
simple audio-tape recorders. To help
them Fr. Forbes would laboriously make a
personal copy for each. Ludwig, knowing
this, offered to use his tools and spare



parts from single tape recorders to make
a device with which Fr. Forbes could,
with one setting, make silently, at high
speed, multiple copies for students.

When Sogang University, Sophia’s
younger sister university in Korea, asked
me to help them draw up a plan for a
Department of Electronic Engineering,
Ludwig, with his experience of a German
university agreed to come with me for
ten days. This chore was, for him, a
distraction, adding nothing to his curr.
vitae, but he enthusiastically gave himself
completely, willing to serve. A few years
later, we were able on a visit to observe
the first students in a laboratory session.

During those years—up to his
untimely death in a bicycle accident—
Professor Ludwig was involved in many
research projects each published often
together with as many as five or six
fellow researchers. In physics, or any of
the “hard sciences,” research goes ahead

with researchers disputing with one
another, learning from one another, cor-
recting and being corrected, to advance
a step. Ludwig’'s companions—he called
them “monks of science”--welcomed
him “a German, loving and respecting
the culture of Japan, to be one of them.”
In Ludwig, his companions came to
know the Jesus, whom God sent to be
with us as one sent “not to be served but
to serve.” During those years, when most
professors and students escaped from
the hot summers in mid-Tokyo, Ludwig,
only occasionally took a few days to go
to help his friend Fr. Rudolf Plott, S.J.,
then building a student center close to
Yamaguchi University. Ludwig always
stayed on in Tokyo, because his students
working on their graduation projects,
needed guidance and help, sometimes
on use of instruments or how to go
forward on their projects. | have heard
that at least one of his students went
on to become a university professor in
Aoyama University.
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Charles A Robinson was born on

- April 17, 1896, in the United States
Robinson the Returnee pril 17

of immigrant parents from Northern

David Wessels, .. Ireland. As a youth, he studied in New

emeritus professor of Sophia University York, Ireland, Nebraska, New Mexico,

and Colorado, and entered the Society

of Jesus in Missouri at age 16. His Jesuit
April 17, 1896 — born in U.S.A. o ) .
training was in Spokane, Washington,

1912 - entered Society of Jesus (Missouri and Montreal Canada, where he was
Province) ! !

ordained priest on June 29, 1922.
1922 - ordained priest in Montreal, Canada

1923-1926 - assigned to Japan, taught English Fr. Robinson was assigned to the
and studied Japanese at Jochi Daigaku . . . .
developing mission in Japan and joined

1926-1943 - assignments in Missouri Province the Jesuit community at Jochi Daigaku on
September 23, 1923. Already learned in
several languages, he now studied Japa-

. September 5, 1945 — visited Jesuits at Jochi . .
Dr. Charles A RObInson Daigaku together with other Navy chaplains nese as he taught English. He remained

© 1943-1946 — chaplain in U.S. Navy

a member of the Missouri Province, to
1946-1951 - assigned to Japan, taught at

Sophia University which he returned in 1926, and where

he taught until 1943, when he became
1951-1988 — assignments in Missouri Province L. .
a chaplain in the United States Navy,
April 22, 1988 - died in U.S.A. assigned to the Pacific theater. At the

N J end of the war he was chaplain and

© Jesuit Archives and Research Center
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interpreter on the battleship USS Mis-
souri, the site of Japan'’s surrender to the
Allied Powers on September 2, 1945.
Then Fr. Robinson, accompanied by other
chaplains, guided their jeep through the
largely destroyed landscape from Yoko-

suka to Yotsuya on September 5.

The chaplains brought with them
food to supply essential sustenance to
the malnourished Jesuits. Fr. Robinson
was returning to a place and to some of
the people with whom he was familiar
from the time of his assignment in the
1920s. The chaplains all report in their
subsequent letters how they admired the
community asking for men to be sent
for work at the university rather than
for material needs. On September 6, the
Missouri left the dock in Yokosuka to
return to the United States on October
27.

Fr. Robinson’s unique visit to the
Jochi campus on September 5 was its
first contact with the wider world after
the war years and a symbol of a return to
some degree of normality. Robinson the
“pioneer returnee” served the University
in both pre-war and post-war decades,
long before Sophia identified "BEF %,
or DB EERERE,.

Detached from military service, Fr.
Robinson was assigned “on loan” to the
Japan mission. Having aged since his
earlier stint at Jochi and aware of the
difficult conditions that he would face in
Japan, with some trepidation but quite
willingly he arrived in Yokohama on
May 18, 1946. Thus began the second,
and indeed longer, period of Fr. Robin-
son’s service to Jochi, which would last
until 1951, where his main academic
work was teaching English, for which

there was a heightened demand in the

immediate post-war years. He is also
listed as teaching philosophy, probably
something like today’s " U X M A &
1. He engaged in various other priestly
ministries, as well, such as teaching a
Bible course at Dai-Ichi High School and
directing spiritual retreats.

After Fr. Robinson returned to the
United States, he taught briefly again
at Saint Louis University, and then spent
many years in priestly ministry in Colo-
rado, where he died on April 22, 1988,
at the age of 92. In his later years he
composed a lengthy manuscript of the
"Arapaho Grammar and Language,” a
native American tribe, and translated a
Spanish book comparing Saint Ignatius
Loyola and Saint Teresa of Avila.

There are a few hints in his letters
of 1946 and 1947 that Fr. Robinson
faced difficulties reintegrating in the
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Jochi community during these post-war
years, including the physical deprivations
of that era and discouragement at the
emotional scars remaining from war-
time animosities. He did not transfer to
Japan but remained on “indefinite loan”
from the Missouri Province. In late 1945
his elder brother Pat, a news reporter
for the New York Herald, wrote from
the Philippines that he thought the war
crimes trials there were so-called “victors’
justice.” Such a first-hand account would
probably weigh heavily on Fr. Robinson’s
heart.

What would Fr. Robinson want to
say to us today? He showed an unwav-
ering commitment to his faith and to
his religious ministry. He encountered
numerous languages and peoples,
requiring many personal adjustments
during his life. He would not want us

to have to endure terrible times such as

he did during and immediately after the
war. But in the uncertainties that Japan
and the rest of the world face in today’s
pandemic-stricken global environment,
he would probably want to tell us not to
settle into complacent indifference but
to engage those around us with a posi-

tive and generous heart.
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